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This Needs AssessmentNeeds Assessment was administered to Latino youth by Identity’s
trained Peer Educators at various locations throughout the County.

•  1,014 Latino youth1,014 Latino youth residing and attending school in Montgomery
County, MD were surveyed.

• This presentation will focus on:This presentation will focus on:

IntroductionIntroduction

Risk and Protective Factors Related to
Latino Youth Positive Development

Social Factors

Family Factors

Individual Factors
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Sample CharacteristicsSample Characteristics

Gender (n=986):
• Male: 51.8%
• Female: 48.2%

Survey Language (n=1014):
•• Spanish: 64.1%Spanish: 64.1%
• English: 35.9%

Grade in School (n=910):
• 6th and 7th Grades:           1.1%

•• 8th Grade:  8th Grade:            4.2%          4.2%
•• 9th Grade: 9th Grade:         27.1%        27.1%
•• 10th Grade: 10th Grade:         28.0%        28.0%
•• 11th Grade: 11th Grade:         24.6%        24.6%
•• 12th Grade: 12th Grade:         12.2%        12.2%
•  In College:           1.3%

•  HS graduate (no college):  1.4%
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Documented

59%

Undocumented

41%

Sample CharacteristicsSample Characteristics

ImmigrationImmigration StatusStatus
((nn=677)=677)

- Of the total who responded to this question, 28% (n=278) reported
they are undocumented -

Others

11%

Colombia

4%

Peru

12%

Bolivia

5%

Honduras

5%

Guatemala

5%

United States 

(+Puerto Rico)

28%

Mexico

6%

El Salvador

24%

Place of BirthPlace of Birth
nn= 995= 995
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Socio-economic IndicatorsSocio-economic Indicators

23%

38%
41%

35%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

No computer at home No Internet access at

home

Receive FARM at school Work during school year
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Socio-economic IndicatorsSocio-economic Indicators

With youth who do not have computers at homedo not have computers at home

High statistically significant correlations with gangHigh statistically significant correlations with gang
involvement were found:involvement were found:

With youth who receive FARMreceive FARM

With youth who do not have access to Internetdo not have access to Internet

Youth who work after school work after school were less likelyless likely to report
being current or former ganggang members.
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Perception of SafetyPerception of Safety
38% 38% ((nn: 406): 406) reported there is a
place where they sometimes do
not feel safe. The breakdown of
their responses is as follow:

Places where youth do not feel safe 

(n=406)

Community

45%

Home

16%

School

22%

Other

17%

55%

30%

39%
36%

12%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Gangs Verbal Abuse Drugs and

Alcohol

Violence Other reasons

Reasons why youth do not feel safe:
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50%

(n=482)
11%

(n=109)

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Have friends who have been

or are in a gang 

(n=971)

Have siblings who have been

or are in a gang 

(n=960)

Exposure to GangsExposure to Gangs
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School ConnectednessSchool Connectedness
Youth were asked how many days of school they missed the previous year.
Many youth were missing sizeable amounts of school time.

The breakdown is as follows:

21 Days or More

12%

11-20 Days

10%

7-10 Days

16%

0 Days

12%

1-3 Days

27%

4-6 Days

23%
n=917
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School ConnectednessSchool Connectedness
55.3% (55.3% (nn=507)=507) reported being in detentiondetention during the previous year

The breakdown is as follows:

1 - 2 times

51%

2 - 4 times

24%

More than 4 times

25%
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53%

23%

13%
7%

4%

35%

24%
21%

13%

7%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

During the past y ear how  often did y ou attend a

skipping party  (n=1001)

During the past y ear how  often did y ou party

w ithout adult superv ision (n=996)

Nev er

Couple times per y ear

Couple times per month

Couple times per w eek

Almost Daily

School ConnectednessSchool Connectedness
Attend Skipping PartiesAttend Skipping Parties
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Youth were provided with options to specify who encouraged them at school and these
results are presented below:

13%

87%

64%

37%

34%

66%

15%

85%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Principal  (n=728) Teacher (n=728) Counselor (n=728) Other staff  (n=727)

No

Yes

School ConnectednessSchool Connectedness
Feel Encouraged at SchoolFeel Encouraged at School



Identity, Inc.
Needs Assessment 2006

13

29%

49%

22%

43%

42%

16%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Help from teacher or tutor at school         

(n=924)

Help from someone outside of school

(n=926)

Very Likely

Likely

Unlikely

Youth who received less academicless academic
support support were more likely to report
being current or former gang members.

High statistically significantHigh statistically significant
correlation with gang involvementcorrelation with gang involvement

(p<0.05)(p<0.05)

School ConnectednessSchool Connectedness
Academic SupportAcademic Support
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39%

61%

51%

49%

28%

72%

20%

80%

6%

94%

37%

63%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Participate in

activities

outside of school

(n=981)

Participate on

sports teams

(n=405)

Participate in

school clubs

(n=406)

Do volunteer

work (n=406)

Spend time with

mentor (n=406)

Read for fun

(n=996)

No

Yes

Prosocial ActivitiesProsocial Activities
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Graduated from high 

school

19%

Graduated from College

17%

Don't know

53%

Completed 8th grade or 

less

11%

Graduated from College

17%

Graduated from high 

school

27%

Completed 8th grade or 

less

14%
Don't know

42%

Level of Parent EducationLevel of Parent Education
Highest grade completed by mother/female guardian (n=1,014)

Highest grade completed by father/male guardian (n=1,014)

1
5
1
5
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Family ConnectednessFamily Connectedness

Never

7%Rarely

10%

Always

30%

Most of the time

27%

Sometimes

26%

17%17% of youth reported not feeling
listened to by their family members.

Youth who felt less connected to their
families were more likely to report being
current or former gang members.

Feel listened to by family members
(n=997)

Very high statistically significantVery high statistically significant
correlation with gang involvementcorrelation with gang involvement

(p<0.001)(p<0.001)
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Parent SupervisionParent Supervision

13%

48%

10%

20%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

Before school After school After dinner On weekends

Youth spending time without supervisionYouth spending time without supervision
((nn=994)=994)

Adult SupervisionAdult Supervision
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40%40% (n=392) of youth reported that
their parents knew with WHOM they
were only “sometimes” or less often

Youth whose parents were less awareless aware
of who they were spending time withof who they were spending time with
were also more likelymore likely to report being
current or former ganggang members.

Very high statistically significantVery high statistically significant
correlation with gang involvementcorrelation with gang involvement

(p<0.005)(p<0.005)

Never

7%
Rarely

8%

Always

35%

Most of the time

25%Sometimes

25%

Parent MonitoringParent Monitoring

Parent knows with WHOM they are
when not at home or at school

(n=1000)
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Sexual Behavior
• Teen Parenthood:* 7.4% (n=74) reported having at least one child

                           3.1% (n=30) reported being pregnant or having a pregnant partner

•  Safe Sex:   56.6% (n=305) who are sexually active reported practicing unsafe vaginal or
                      anal sex (i.e., not using a condom  every time they have intercourse).

• 49% (n=490) of youth had engaged in vaginal or anal sex
• 88.2% (n=432) had their first vaginal or anal sex experience by age 16

Never had vaginal or anal 

sex

45%

Never

6%

Rarely

5%

Always

24%

Most of the time

11%

Sometimes

9%
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Never drank alcohol

36%

Age 17 or Older

4%

Age 12 or Younger

19%

Age 13-14

23%

Age 15-16

18%

Substance Abuse

Surveyed youth (n=993) were asked how old they were when they had their first
drink of alcohol.  The breakdown of these responses is as follows:

• 64% (n=631) of youth reported that they had tried alcohol
• 94% (n=593) had done so by age 16

Initial Experiences with Alcohol
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Never smoked cigarettes

51%

Age 17 or Older

2%

Age 12 or Younger

15%

Age 13-14

20%

Age 15-16

12%

Substance Abuse

Surveyed youth (n=995) were asked how old they were when they first smoked
cigarettes.  The breakdown of these responses is as follows:

• 49% (n=497) of youth reported that they had smoked cigarettes
• 71.2% (n=354) had done so by age 14

Initial Experiences with Tabacco
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Never used illegal drugs

70%

Age 17 or Older

2%

Age 12 or Younger

4%

Age 13-14

14%

Age 15-16

10%

Substance Abuse

Survey youth (n=998) were asked about their first experiences with marijuana or
any other illegal drugs.  The breakdown of these responses is as follows:

• 30% (n=297) of youth reported that they had used marijuana or other drugs
• 92.9% (n=276) had done so by age 16

 Initial Experiences with Illegal Drugs
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6 Fights or More

19%

5 Fights

7%

4 Fights

12%

1 Fight

27%

2 Fights

20%
3 Fights

15%

Physical fightsPhysical fights
((nn=422)=422)

•  52% (n=218) were involved in three fights or more

ViolenceViolence

422422 (42%)42%) reported being involved in physical fights in the previous year

Physical FightsPhysical Fights
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5%

8%

13%

9%

10%

19%

0%

4%

8%

12%

16%

20%

Own or carry a
gun

Live with
someone who
owns a gun

Spend time with
someone who
owns or carries

a gun

Carry another
weapon

(knife/club)

Live with
someone who
carries such
weapons

Spend time with
someone who
carries such
weapons

ViolenceViolence

Firearms

Other
weapons

Access to WeaponsAccess to Weapons
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Mental HealthMental Health

No significant correlationNo significant correlation was found between sadnesssadness and lonelinessloneliness, and gang
membership.

48%

33%

14%

5%

55%

27%

13%

5%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Sad

(n=991)

Lonely

(n=989)

Less than 1 day 1-2 days 3-4 days 5-7 days

How often did you feel ... in the last week?How often did you feel ... in the last week?

DepressionDepression
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Very high statistically significantVery high statistically significant
correlation was found correlation was found between gangbetween gang

membership and if youth had feltmembership and if youth had felt
disliked by others.disliked by others.

(p<0.0001)(p<0.0001)

Mental HealthMental Health

62%

26%

8%

3%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

How often did you feel people disliked you? 

(n=986)

Less than 1 day 1-2 days 3-4 days 5-7 days

Self EsteemSelf Esteem
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70%

24%

6%

49%

37%

14%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Confident can graduate from high school (n=979) Confident can graduate from college (n=983)

Very  confident

Somew hat confident

Not confident

Future ExpectationsFuture Expectations
Youth were asked how confident they were that they would graduate from high
school or college. The following graph provides a breakdown of their responses:

30%30% of youth do not feel confident
about finishing high school.

Statistically significant correlationStatistically significant correlation
with gang involvement was foundwith gang involvement was found

(p<0.05)(p<0.05)

Youth who reported less confidence
about graduating from high school were

more likely to report being current or
former gang members.


