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WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL
Thank you for stepping up and serving your communities.  It takes a special 
person who sees the need and raises their hand.  Know that you are appreciated 
for doing so.  With new Superintendent of Schools Dr. Joshua Starr, along with 
many new faces as Community Superintendents, this should be an interesting, 
productive year for our school system.  We will see many opportunities and it's 
important that we take advantage of them to benefit our kids.  Our primary goal 
will be to reach out to parents who aren't currently involved in their children's 
education.  I hope you will help me with that effort.  Never hesitate to email or 
call if you, in turn, need support or guidance.  We are all in this together!

                               Kristin Trible
                               President 

First Delegates' Assembly of 2011-2012
Tuesday, September 27, 7:30, Carver Auditorium, 850 Hungerford Drive
The agenda:  Operating Budget and Capital Improvement Priorities and other 
important issues to education in Montgomery County.

MCCPTA Blue Book Directory Needs Your Information
Please provide the contact information (email, phone number, mailing address) 
for your PTA's President, Vice President(s), Treasurer, Secretary(s) and 
Delegate(s) by September 16.  MCPS and many organizations use our directory 
to  send our local PTAs  important information throughout the year.  Don't be left 
out.  Send your contact info to office@mccpta.com today (but no later than 
September 16!!

A Word of Warning - Protect your 501(c)(3)
As tax-exempt nonprofits, PTAs cannot “participate in any political campaign on 
behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.”  That includes 
using “listserves” or e-lists to publicize political events or imply PTA 
endorsement.  

MCCPTA FALL TRAINING
Saturday, September 24, 9am-2pm, 
Walter Johnson High School
All PTA members are welcome to attend 

Presidents:  The last two pages of this newsletter 
include important information for your members. 
We want all PTA members to know they have an 
avenue for involvement and advocacy on issues 
specific to their interests.  Please distribute this 
information to your membership and encourage 
them to get involved.
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STANDING COMMITTEES
Bylaws/Standing Rules Sandy Holloway ssmiata@verizon.net 
Capital Improvement Program Steve Augustino sauggiedog@comcast.net      
Curriculum/Education Ted Willard twillard@aaas.org 
   Grading & Reporting Sub-Comm OPEN
    Technology Sub-Committee Mike Morper mike@morper.net 
Health/Safety Donna Pfeiffer donnapfeiffer@gm  ail.com  
Health/Safety Susan Burkinshaw susan.burkinshaw@verizon.net
Membership Janette Gilman janettegilman@verizon.net
   Community Outreach/Parent
   Involvement Sub-Committee

Elisia George
Nilam Patel

ekjgsha@gmail.com
nilampat1@gmail.com 

Operating Budget Jean Schlesinger jeanschlesinger@verizon.net
School Support Dave Lechner dave(at)lechnersonline(dot)com
   Downcounty Consortium Sub-Comm OPEN
   Guidance & Counseling Sub-Comm Deb Lang debolang@yahoo.com
   High School Sub-Committee Dave Lechner dave@lechnersonline.com
   Middle School Sub-Committee JoAnn Burl joannburl@yahoo.com     
   Student Service Learning Sub-Comm Debra Lang debolang@yahoo.com
Special Instruction Michelle Gluck gluck.michelle@yahoo.com 

   ESOL Sub-Committee Antonio Hernandez-
Cardoso

hercarant@gmail.com

   Gifted Child Sub-Committee Michelle Gluck michelle.gluck@usnh.edu
   Special Education Sub-Committee Jeanne Taylor frtjmt@aol.com

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES
Cable TV Suzanne Weiss sjwassoc@att.net
Cultural Arts Priscilla Peterson prisfp@verizon.net
Finance - Point of Contact Jaimie Jacobson teamjake1@verizon.net
Legislative Lynne Harris lharris@jhsph.edu
E-Lists/Spotlight Jodi Bierlair listservsmod@mccpta.com
MCCPTA Office - Point of Contact Kristin Trible trible4@verizon.net
Nominating Committee OPEN
Presidents/Principals Dinner Dale Ryan dalejryan@yahoo.com
Public Relations OPEN

Reflections 
Chris McDermott
Melissa McDonald

malimcdermott@verizonn.net
melissa.lewis.mcdonald@gmail.com

Special Events Sumbal Sheldon sheldonali20879@comcast.net     
Training Committee Suzanne Weiss sjwassoc@att.net
Website Coordinator Kevin David office@mccpta.com

MCCPTA Committee and Sub-Committee Chairpersons  2011-2012

Recruiting Members versus Recruiting Volunteers
Remember that membership recruitment is different from volunteer recruitment.  When recruiting 
members, emphasize the importance of belonging to a large organization that advocates for all children. 
Change your appeal slightly  to encourage the involvement and active participation of parents in the work 
of PTA.  And make sure you ask as many potential volunteers as you can possibly reach.  Don't assume 
anyone will step up without your personal and enthusiastic encouragement.
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Communication is Key – Join E-Lists
As we cut back on copying expenses (along with 
MCPS!), it is all the more critical that PTA leaders and 
members join the appropriate MCCPTA e-lists.

Open to ALL (All PTA officers/members/etc.):
• MCCPTA_Bulletin – Official MCCPTA 

documents, announcements, and notices.
All Presidents and Delegates should join.

• MCCPTA_Delegates – Pending resolutions 
for discussion, school or education issues for 
discussion.  All Delegates should join.

For Presidents/Vice Presidents/AVPs/Cluster 
Coordinators:

• MCCPTA_Presidents – Direct communication 
from the MCCPTA President to the local 
presidents.  All Presidents should join.

• MCCPTA_Presidents_Discussion – Advice, 
suggestions, recommendations, issue-oriented 
discussion among local PTA presidents.

For Treasurers:
• MCCPTA_Treasurers – Treasurer-related 

issues and advice. All treasurers should join.

For High School Presidents:
• HS_PTSA_Presidents – Discussion among 

High School Presidents only.

There are additional committee-based e-lists as well. 
If you are interested in any particular committee's 
issues, contact the chair for information on how to join 
their e-list.

To join all e-lists, simply send an email request to 
listname-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  For example: 
mccpta_bulletin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
A series of auto generated messages will walk you 
through, to include requesting contact info and PTA 
position. Questions:  Contact Jodi Bielair, E-list Chair.

Presidents' Checklist 
Phew!  You just got your own kids ready for school 
and now it's time for your first meeting and Back to 
School Night?!?!
Here are just a few reminders:

• Smile! Be welcoming to parents, old and new.
• Make sure you've connected with your Cluster 

Coordinator.
• Schedule regular meetings with your 

principal.
• Register at www.pta.org/3104.asp for your 

Official PTA Kit by September 16.
• Send in your officers' contact information to 

both  Maryland PTA and MCCPTA.  
• Distribute the officer guidebooks or direct 

them to the online version at 
www.mccpta.net/ptaofficers_handbook.html

• Recruit for those open committee slots. See it 
as a bonus if they weren't filled over the 
summer.  Now you can involve new families 
in the PTA!

• Consider hosting a variety of events - forums, 
fun nights, daytime meetings, - to appeal to 
the various groups within your community.

• Check  your ICB room reservations...and 
doublecheck with your building managers 
before each event.

• As you collect dues payments, submit them 
monthly to both MDPTA ($3.75 per member) 
and MCCPTA ($1.00 per member). Info at: 
http://www.mccpta.com/dues_info.html. 

• Did someone remember to pay the insurance 
due October 1?

• Register you and your officers for MCCPTA 
Fall Training being held on September 24 at 
Walter Johnson High School!

• Visit www.pta.org (National PTA's website) 
for great ideas.
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Going Green?  Consider the True Costs
While both MCPS and our local PTAs try to cut back on operating costs, we all need to step back and 
understand what may be sacrificed in the process.  Please consider the needs and resources within your 
communities.  Do all parents have access to the internet and email?  And is that access limited?  As one PTA 
president stated, “I'm not going to care that I saved 5 reams of paper throughout the year but I will be proud of 
those 5 new parents whom I reached and brought into the school.”  We've already seen drops in membership in 
those schools who went “green”, didn't send out hardcopies, and only posted membership forms on their 
websites.  There's truly nothing like a piece of paper in hand to catch someone's attention.  Yes, we want to be 
environmentally conscious, but our primary mission is to encourage parent involvement.  Posting items on 
your website requires more initiative on the part of those you're trying to reach.  Again, consider the needs and 
resources within your communities and ensure that you are communicating with them in the most effective 
manner....even if it means a few reams of paper!

http://www.pta.org/
http://www.mccpta.com/dues_info.html
http://www.mccpta.net/ptaofficers_handbook.html
http://www.pta.org/3104.asp
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Montgomery County Council of PTAs                                  

 2011-2012 Calendar of Events                                
Thursday 9/1/11 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Saturday 9/24/11 MCCPTA Fall Training - 9am–2pm, Location TBD
Tuesday 9/27/11 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium 

(Program “Growth – Where do We Go from Here”, 6:30pm, Carver Auditorium)
Thursday 10/6/11 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Wednesday 10/12/11 BOE Community Roundtable, 7pm, Northwood HS
Friday 10/14/11 PTA Welcome Mixer – 7:30pm, Location TBD
Tuesday 10/25/11 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium 

(Program “Meet Dr. Starr” - 6:30pm, Carver Auditorium)
Wednesday 10/26/11 BOD Meeting with BOE - 7pm, Carver Auditorium
Thursday 10/27/11 BOE Community Roundtable, 7pm, Watkins Mill HS
Thursday 11/3/11 CIP Forum with MCPS – 6:00pm (Prior to BOD meeting), Carver Cafeteria
Thursday 11/3/11 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Saturday 11/5/11 MCCPTA CIP Testimony Workshop - 9:30am – Noon (Location TBD)
Thursday 11/10/11 BOE Boundary and Facility Hearings - 7pm, Carver
Monday 11/14/11 BOE Boundaries and Facilities Hearing – 7pm, Carver
Tuesday 11/15/11 BOE Meeting with County Delegation
Tuesday 11/22/11 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm Carver Auditorium 

(Program “Bullying and Playing Nice”- 6:30pm, Carver Auditorium)
Wednesday 11/30/11 MCCPTA Legislative Dinner – 6:30pm
Thursday 12/1/11 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Thursday 1/5/12 MCCPTA Operating Budget Testimony Workshop, 5:30-7:30, Rm 120, Carver
Thursday 1/5/12 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Wednesday 1/11/12 BOE Operating Budget Hearing – 7:00pm, Carver
Wednesday 1/18/12 BOE Operating Budget Hearing – 7:00pm, Carver
Tuesday 1/24/12 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium 

(Program “Curriculum – Where are We Going?”- 6:30pm, Carver Auditorium)
Thursday 2/2/12 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Tuesday- 2/7/12- County Council CIP Hearings, 100 Maryland Avenue
  Thursday   2/9/12
Wednesday 2/15/12 MCCPTA Operating Budget Forum - 7:30pm, Location TBD
 2/?? /12 MCCPTA/MCEA – Night in Annapolis
Tuesday 2/28/12 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium 

(Program - Reserved for MCPS Budget Issues – 6:30pm, Carver Auditorium)
Thursday 3/8/12 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Tuesday 3/15/12 BOE Facilities Hearing – 7pm, Carver Auditorium
Tuesday 3/27/12 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium 

(Program - Reserved for MCPS Budget Issues – 6:30pm, Carver Auditorium)
 4/?? /12 County Council Operating Budget Hearings
Thursday 4/12/12 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Tuesday 4/24/12 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium (Elections)
Thursday 5/3/12 BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium
Monday 5/7 /12 Special Education Recognition Ceremony - Location TBD
Wednesday 5/?? /12 MCCPTA Annual Dinner and Awards – 6:30pm
Tuesday 5/22/12 Delegate Assembly - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium

 (Program “Membership and Easy Fundraising for the Future) - 6:30pm)
Thursday 6/7/12

 
BOD Meeting - 7:30pm, Carver Auditorium

Carver Education Services Center is located at 850 Hungerford Drive, Rockville.  The auditorium
is located right inside the North Entrance which faces Hungerford Drive and is closest to Mannakee Drive.
BOE:  Board of Education 
BOD: Board of Directors (MCCPTA Officers, AVPs, Cluster Coordinators, Committee Chairs)



Being a Delegate 
Welcome to new and returning delegates!  Our first 
Delegates' Assembly is Tuesday, September 27, 7:30, 
in the Carver Auditorium.  
A few things to know about Delegates Assemblies:

• Delegates' Assemblies are held the 4th Tuesday 
of every month at 7:30pm (except in 
December). 

• Many Delegates' Assemblies will be preceded 
by a special program of interest.

• Each local PTA is entitled to 3 voting 
members of the Delegates Assembly (the 
President and 2 delegates).

• Can't make every meeting?  The PTA can 
name alternate delegates.

• Check your local PTA bylaws on whether your 
delegates are elected or appointed.

• Once your PTA begins submitting dues 
payments, your PTA  will receive 3 voting 
cards.

• Delegates represent the position of their local 
PTA membership at the Delegates Assemblies.

• There is one vote per delegate, even if you 
represent more than one school.

• Delegates can make or amend motions 
without prior direction from their local PTA 
membership.

• Stay up-to-date on all issues by subscribing to 
the Delegate e-list and come to the Delegates 
Assemblies informed and ready to vote on 
behalf of your school.

A special note on delegate's voting cards:
If you are a new delegate, do try to obtain the delegate 
voting card from your predecessor.  These cards are 
valid until November 1.  We understand though that 
some previous delegates “disappear” and voting cards 
cannot be had.  When that is the case, we will work on 
an honor system until November 1.   We are in the 
process of reviewing new options for distributing  the 
year's delegates cards.  Just keep in mind that your 
PTA must first pay dues to MCCPTA ($1 per member) 
in order to receive new delegate cards and look for 
more guidance in the months to come with regard to a 
new process for the distribution of delegate cards.

Cultural Arts Showcases
September 14, October 3, October 4, October 12
9:00 am – 2:45 pm each day
Carver Educational Center Auditorium
850 Hungerford Drive, Rockville
All are welcome to attend the annual Montgomery 
County Cultural Arts Showcases with performers 
presenting every 15 minutes. Admission is FREE and 
schools are encouraged to send a PTA representative 
and/or staff member to view the wide range of 
performances that are available for use in the county's 
schools.  
The performers presented at the Showcases have all 
been approved by the Superintendent’s Committee for 
Performances in MCPS.  If possible, most of the new 
performers will be scheduled for October 12.  

Information on the Showcase schedules will be posted 
regularly on the PTArts e-list.  To subscribe, email 
your name, school, email address to PTArts-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Priscilla Peterson, Cultural Arts Chair 

BOE Community Conversations 
Parents, staff, students and community members are 
invited to participate in discussions with the Board of 
Education at this year’s Community Conversations. 
Information shared at the forums will be used to help 
set priorities for the Fiscal Year 2013 Operating 
Budget. 
    October 12, 7pm at Northwood High School      

    October 27. 7pm at Watkins Mill High School

BOE Meetings with School Clusters
The Board of Education has scheduled the following 
cluster visits, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.:

Thursday, February 9 Springbrook Cluster 
Thursday, February 16 Blair Cluster
Thursday, February 23 Wheaton Cluster
Thursday, March 8 Blake Cluster
Thursday, March 15 Gaithersburg Cluster
Thursday, April 19 Poolesville Cluster
Board members view these meetings as an opportunity 
to  get  better  acquainted with the  community and to 
discuss positions on issues pending before the Board.  
Board members are eager to use the cluster visits as an 
opportunity  for  two-way  dialogue  with  the  cluster 
leadership  and  community  members  on  issues  of 
concern to that particular cluster. 
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Membership is important to the health of 
every organization. Have a PTA membership 

table at EVERY school event all year!

mailto:PTArts-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:PTArts-subscribe@yahoogroups.com


MCPS Superintendent's 
Listen and Learn Events 
All PTA members are encouraged to take advantage of 
the following opportunites to share concerns and 
issues with our new Superintendent.   
The Listen and Learn Events are scheduled from 7 to 
8:30 p.m., except for the Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
event, which will be held from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Childcare and interpretation services will be provided.

September 6:  Northwest High School 
13501 Richter Farm Rd., Germantown
September 8: Thomas S. Wootton High School 
2100 Wootton Pkwy., Rockville
September 12:  Springbrook High School 
201 Valley Brook Dr., Silver Spring
September 19:  Albert Einstein High School 
11135 Newport Mill Rd., Kensington
October 3:  Watkins Mill High School 
10301 Apple Ridge Rd., Gaithersburg
October 10:Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School 
4301 East-West Hwy., Bethesda
October 18:  Long Branch Community Center 
8700 Piney Branch Rd., Silver Spring
November 1:  Damascus High School 
25921 Ridge Rd., Damascus
November 7:  Wheaton High School 
12601 Dalewood Dr., Silver Spring
November 21:  Sherwood High School  
300 Olney-Sandy Spring Rd., Sandy Spring

A Special Note to PTA Leaders:  We suggest meeting 
with your members to gather issues/concerns/needs 
within your community and ensure these items are 
discussed with the Superintendent at these events.

National PTA: Worldwide Day of Play
Nickelodeon is inviting all PTA members to join 
Worldwide Day of Play on Saturday, September 24, 
2011. Nickelodeon will suspend all programming to 
encourage kids and families to get up, get out, and go 
play. On the same day, thousands of local schools, 
communities, organizations, and families will host 
their own events. Last year more than 100 PTAs 
planned their own events, and you can, too! Your PTA 
can be a part of the celebration by planning a 
Worldwide Day of Play event in your community. 
Your event can be big, small, an hour long, or all day. 
All that matters is that kids play and have fun! To 
register and to download a planning guide, visit 
Nick.com/thebighelp.

National PTA: Internet Essentials 
National PTA® presents a new innovative opportunity 
from Comcast®. Internet Essentials provides affordable 
Internet service to households with children who receive 
free school lunches under the National School Lunch 
Program. 
Families who participate in the program will receive 
the following:

• Affordable Internet at $9.95/month + tax. No 
price increases, activation fees, nor equipment 
rental fees. 

• A low cost computer, available for $149.99 + tax 
• Free Internet training

Assist with the distribution of Internet Essentials 
information and materials to those you serve. To order 
these materials, please visit 
http://www.internetessentialspartner.com to register your 
PTA® chapter as an Internet Essentials partner.

• Share information about Internet Essentials on 
by posting on your website, promoting it in 
newsletters, hanging posters in local club 
sites, distributing brochures through e-mail 
distribution or word-of-mouth with board, 
staff members, and volunteers, and attending 
local Internet Essentials launch events. 

• Reach out to your local school districts, school 
principals and other community partners. Use 
your social media outlets to spread the word to 
your constituents. 
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Advertise “PTA”....always 
--on your flyers and newsletters

--at every PTA event
--on PTA-sponsored program registrations
--with teacher and volunteer appreciation

http://www.internetessentialspartner.com/
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MCCPTA Fall Training has a new look this year......  

MCCPTA Leadership Resource Seminar 
Saturday, September 24,  9am-2:30pm 

Walter Johnson High School,  6400 Rock Spring Drive, Bethesda
Learn the strategies needed to help support your PTA

ALL PTA members are encouraged to participate.  Sign in begins at 8:30am, along with light 
breakfast. 

Come share experiences with PTAs across the County, and get skills and assistance from the talented 
leaders within MCCPTA. Don’t miss the new Lunch and Learn opportunity targeted to YOUR needs. 
There is no charge for this event; come to all, or whatever parts work for your schedule. Please sign 
up today to help us plan our sessions, and to make your sign in a breeze. Sessions begin at 9am with 
Effective Meeting strategies.

Please share this information to be sure ALL PTA members have the opportunity to be included in 
this Leadership Skills Resource event. 
 

• Presidents Checklist & Support
• Dollars and Sense–Treasurers Tasks & Tips
• Secretaries, Minutes, Records and the Backbone of PTA
• Advocacy and our Elected Officials
• Issues in Education–grading, curriculum, testing
• Cluster Coordinators and Area VPs-what do I really need to do?
• Capital Improvement Program, CIP, how to make it work for your school  
• Reflections–help our PTAs to involve kids in artistic expression 
• Volunteer, Family, Student and Teacher Involvement
• Communications can be Key
• Organization and Bylaws; PTA Structure Concepts
• Membership Recruitment, Retention and Resources
• Show me the Money! Fundraising can be fun and easy
• Advocacy and our Communities-Making Things Happen
• What Do Delegates Do?
• Better Budgeting Begins Now

 
Go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/leadership29      to sign up! Include your name, email address, 
and include under COMMENTS your PTA and your position, if any.
Sign for specific sessions, or just sign in for the session entitled "All Leadership Skills" and see what 
slots are open when you arrive

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/leadership29
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Operating Budget
Chair:  Jean Schlesinger, jeanschlesinger@verizon.net 
The MCPS Operating Budget represents the 
translation of MCPS priorities into action by 
allocating funds across programs and functions. The 
vision of the Operating Budget Committee is that all 
parents would become well-informed and active 
partners in the budget process. It is the job of the 
committee to make this vision happen.

Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
Chair: Steve Augustino, sauggiedog@comcast.net 
The CIP Committee supports the advocacy of 
MCCPTA and the individual clusters on school 
construction issues.  The Committee is dedicated to 
the principle that every child in Montgomery County 
is entitled to attend school in a safe, secure, healthy 
and modern facility.  MCPS’s ability to increase 
academic rigor throughout all levels and to expand 
participation in college-level coursework, requires 
sufficient classrooms, modern facilities, and 
appropriate learning environments.  The CIP 
Committee will work to see that MCPS meets 
countywide facilities needs, and in particular that 
MCPS keeps pace with planned additions, 
modernizations and county-wide programs to replace 
and maintain building facilities.  
Legislative
Chair: Lynne Harris, lharris@jhsph.edu  
The Legislative Committee supports the mission and 
objectives of MCCPTA and MDPTA by providing 
information to the membership regarding issues, 
actions, bills, and laws undertaken by individual 
members, or the Maryland General Assembly as a 
whole, that affect public education or the safety of 
students.
Health & Safety 
Chairs:  Donna Pfeiffer, donnapfeiffer@gmail.com 
Susan Burkinshaw, susan.burkinshaw@verizon.net 
Every student and teacher has an inherent right to be 
in a safe, healthy and secure environment while they 
are under the care of the public school system.  The 
Health and Safety Committee will work to support 
National PTA position statements and resolutions.

Parent Involvement
Co-Chairs: Elisia George, ekjgsha@gmail.com 
                    Nilam Patel, nilampat1@gmail.com 
The Parent Involvement Committee seeks to create liaisons 
to reach out to underserved families within the school 
community and providing parents with resources needed 
to empower them in becoming more effective parents.  
We also seek to increase the level of parent involvement 
within our school system.
Membership
Chair: Janette Gilman, janettegilman@verizon.net 
The Membership Committee’s goal is to grow the 
membership of MCCPTA to increase the power of our 
collective voice for the children of Montgomery County.  
Membership grows one member at a time, and the 
committee will organize workshops, outreach activities, 
and tailored mentoring in an effort to help each local 
grow membership.  
Curriculum
Chair:  Ted Willard, twillard@aaas.org 
Since curriculum is central to the educational process, it is 
essential that parents are aware of the details of the process 
of developing and implementing curricula and that they are 
able to participate in that process. The purpose of the 
Curriculum Committee is to provide an avenue for that 
participation.
ESOL 
Chair:  Antonio Hernandez-Cardoso, 
hercarant@gmail.com 
One of the missions of the PTA is to speak on behalf of 
children and youth in our school and involvement of 
parents.  The ESOL Committee will uphold this mission 
and focus on ways that the communication will be 
enhanced between parents of ESOL students and the 
schools.  Special Education
Special Education 
Chair:  Jeanne Taylor, frtjmt@aol.com 
The Special Education Committee acts as a resource for 
parents, caregivers and school staff to share experiences in 
advocating for children to implement successful family-
school partnerships.  The committee also conducts 
outreach to those who may not be connected with their 
school community.

Find Your Passion and Get Involved!!
The Montgomery County Council of PTAs (“MCCPTA”) is your voice across the county.  MCCPTA’s 
purpose is to unify and strengthen local PTAs in order to promote the interests of children and to encourage 
programs and projects that will carry out the purposes of the PTA.  In order to assist in that business, we have 
created a number of committees dedicated to school issues.  Please review the committee vision statements 
below.  All committees are open to any member of the PTA.  There are plenty of ways you may get involved!

mailto:susan.burkinshaw@verizon.net
mailto:donnapfeiffer@gmail.com
mailto:lharris@jhsph.edu
mailto:sauggiedog@comcast.net
mailto:jeanschlesinger@verizon.net
mailto:frtjmt@aol.com
mailto:hercarant@gmail.com
mailto:twillard@aaas.org
mailto:janettegilman@verizon.net
mailto:nilampat1@gmail.com
mailto:ekjgsha@gmail.com


Gifted Child
Chair:  Michelle Gluck, gluck.michelle@yahoo.com

MCPS is committed to “promoting rigorous 
performance standards and providing instructional 
programs that encourage all students to achieve at 
their highest level.”  The Gifted Child Committee 
supports and advocates on behalf of children who 
require accelerated and enriched instruction within 
MCPS in order to achieve their full potential. We seek 
to increase public awareness of the special needs of all 
highly able learners and to assist their parents in 
guiding the education of these children, in order to 
ensure that they are adequately identified and 
educated. We work to ensure that MCPS 
systematically provides appropriate programming to 
meet equitably each child’s unique gifts and talents in 
compliance with Policy IOA.

Technology
Chair: Mike Worper,  mike@morper.net
With the increased use of technology within the 
classroom and as a training tool for our teachers, it is 
all the more important that parents focus on issues 
related to technology.  The Technology Committee 
works to ensure that MCPS provides students and staff 
with opportunities to develop lifelong technology 
skills essential in both the world today and tomorrow. 
In addition, the Committee addresses the effective and 
consistent use of technology in the classroom learning 
process.
 

Middle School:
Chair:  JoAnn Burl, joannburl@yahoo.com
This committee addresses the unique issues found in 
our middle schools to include the Middle School 
Reform initiative, effective field trips, and the 
implementation of Advanced coursework and High 
School credit courses.
High School:
Chair:Dave Lechner, dave(at)lechnersonline(dot)com 
The High School Committee works to promote change 
on issues that affect high school students, focusing on 
improving communication and the involvement of 
parents within our high schools.  Committee initiatives 
this year include county-wide programs such at the 
Safe-Prom Video contest, the High School Model 
United Nations event, and release of a Parking Lot 
Safety Study.  Other issues such as student release on 
test days, IB programs, relationships with Booster 
clubs, and school improvement plans are planned 
topics of discussion.

Cultural Arts 
Chair: Priscilla Peterson, prisfp@verizon.net     
The Cultural Arts Committee supports and promotes 
PTA/PTSA efforts to present high-quality performances, 
workshops, residencies, and in-school field trips to 
students in MCPS to enrich their educational program 
and artistic experiences.

Down County Consortium (DCC)
Chair:  Open

The DCC Committee monitors and coordinates the 
efforts of the PTAs in the Down County Consortium with 
special attention to the needs of the high school and 
middle school consortium programs and the associated 
choice process from elementary school to middle school 
to high school.  We focus on assessing the effectiveness 
of the choice process in providing families with 
academically strong options for all students.

Guidance and Counseling
Chair: Deb Lang, debolang@yahoo.com  
The Guidance Committee’s aim is to strengthen ties 
between parents and counselors for the benefit of all 
county school children.

SSL (Student Service Learning) 
Chair: Deb Lang, debolang@yahoo.com 
The SSL Committee’s goals are 1) to communicate 
regularly with MCPS regarding the SSL program, 
monitoring implementation and providing feedback from 
parents and students, and 2) to improve the dissemination 
of information on SSL requirements and opportunities to 
parents and students.
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 WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO JOIN YOUR  
PTA AND GET INVOLVED?

CONNECT - Parents, teachers, students and 
administrators meet, discuss and act together.  There's no 
better way to know what's happening in your school.
LEARN – Montgomery County Council of PTAs offers 
great monthly programs and forums to educate parents 
on what is happening in our county.
GROW – By volunteering, you put your skills to use for 
a noble cause – your child and all children..
SPEAK – Through  PTA, you speak for every child –
diverse, united, speaking with one voice.
IMPROVE – By getting involved, you will be part of the 
solution, helping make positive changes. 
MODEL – Be a role model by demonstrating to your 
child the importance you place on education.

mailto:debolang@yahoo.com
mailto:debolang@yahoo.com
mailto:prisfp@verizon.net
mailto:dave@lechnersonline.com
mailto:joannburl@yahoo.com
mailto:mike@morper.net
mailto:bluck.michelle@yahoo.com
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MCCPTA DUES PAYMENT VOUCHER FOR 2011-12
Return bottom portion to: MCCPTA, 2096 Gaither Road, Suite 204, Rockville, MD 20850. 

PTA membership is open all year and dues should be paid monthly as new members come in.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MCCPTA Dues Are Due Every Month 
*Keep this portion for your records*

Name of PTA:___________________________________________________

Number of Members: Adults______ Students______ Teachers_______ Total______

Amount Remitted ($1.00 per member): $__________ Check#______

PTA Treasurer:_______________________ Phone Number_____________
Tip for Treasurers:  Submit dues to Maryland PTA ($3.75 per member) at the same time!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

***Return this portion to MCCPTA***

Name of PTA:___________________________________________________

Federal Tax ID Number:________________________

Number of Members: Adults______ Students______ Teachers________ Total______

Amount Remitted ($1.00 per member): $__________ Check#______

PTA Treasurer:_______________________ Phone Number_____________
For MCCPTA Office Use Only:
Delegate Card Numbers:


